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Overview of AQ/Zarqawi in Iraq 

• Al Qaida and Zarqawi  Network combine to undertake attacks 

(b)(1);1.4 (c) 	 directly links Zarqawi to AQ 
 	Senior AQ leadership not in Iraq — some mid-level 

• CPA/US presence presents some target opportunities, however most are hardened — 
Prefers to conduct "spectacular" near-simultaneous attacks 
- Targeting of CF, CPA & infrastructure targets will probably remain with FRE and criminals 
- East Africa, USS Cole, 9/11, Kuwait, British Embassy — Turkey 
- Most AQ attacks have obscure precedents 
- Interest in CBRN weapons 

• Most AQ attacks occur with local logistic support 
— Large pool of disenchanted Iraqi's 
— Iraq awash with arms & explosives 
— Several cells identified but network capabilities unknown 

• AQ fundamentalist doctrine despises deviant forms of Islam. 
- AQ has no qualms regarding collateral damage to other Muslims 
— Target 'apostates', Shia & Kurds 
— Use sectarian violence to cause instability 

• Disrupt Coalition goals and attack US presence in region 
— Fracture Iraqi stability & society — cause maximum civil disruption / impact election process 

— Target 'collaborators', Shia & Kurds 

—CECRET 
	 (b)(3):10 USC 424 
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